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Introduction 

PRESENTATION CEREMO_;t° _ ::--1 .-\PRIL _001 
WOLLONGONG H.-\RB ~"R 

The Harbour at Wollongong 
construction in Australia. C-_ 
increase in goods ente . g - -
harbour was expanded e. ° ~ 

the needs of a furth er i;-;:-e-0 -

transport to Sydney. 

Two prominent co ~­
These were Georg 3.-

Bamett arrived '- - -"-_ ......... , 

Edward _ r 

the Dep 
design 0 - _ ~ 

Australia i;: = 
developed 
included 

breakwater 
and placem 

Due to the importan c : -
works are still in place 
its historic engineering m 
be granted this recognitioIL 
included in Appendix 1. 

In association with the presentation of the ID ref. e '-V'Lh~·~_. 

launch of a book by the Illawarra Historical Society 
Illawarra enhanced the historical nature of the ceremony. 

our and port 
- -;) cater for an 

This 

--:e site for 

~::1ent. 
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Planning for the Event 

As ou lined in the introduction, the design and 
was proposed by the Sydney Division of the Institu '0 

included in the Institutions ' Historic Engineering PI 
Engineering Marker (HEM). Details on this Programm Co.. 

which also includes a li t of previous recipients. Thi - ~_ 

Division was approved y the national body of the In ti 
2000. 

.. , gong Harbour 
....... ~tralia) to the 

--c 2..: a Historic 
- ~ ..: ~ A. pendix 1 

-~ Sydney 
ember 

Planning for the ac " ~ony began with discussions betwe e:::; ~ _ 7.' the 
IEAus Heritage Co::-..:- -~ ~1r Brian Dooley (Regional Manager 0;:=J_ ;C in 
September 2000. 

The Departm .: 
the maintenan "" 
Breakwater L'_"---

- er Conservation, as the Department respon_l 
. ed out a major restoration of the Wollongo g 

~ OO1. It was known to the Department that 
_-:-3 :"ighthouses (called ' White Towers ') to 

mcorpora 
to incorpo 

.. c -. e'" ok was first written in 1972 and 

in 1972 to - -

;-:.l:ouse. The book was written 
.::: ::.J:thouse. 

As this \\. - - -

the objec '" 
decided to . 

A meeting 
March 2001 
ceremony w - ~ 

enough and 
inspected for a 1 

concrete encasement 0 -. 

operative building was d,- ,-".~ 

The meeting determined e " 0-':: 

followed advice given by the IL-\ - 0 r. 
the format used). It was determined at thi_ g: 

1. The potential speaker , their order on 
speech, 

11 . The ceremony date (28 April 01 ) which was . 
Week, 

111 . The venue of the Old Court House for the ccre;::;:,;oc~ 

IV. 

for the plaque were suitable, 
The set-out for the venue was discussed and 
for the day determined, 
• 60 people expected 
• DL WC to provide a lectern and unveiling :-z--
• IEAus to provide banners and poste 0 ~= 

harbour 

- -eeping with 
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• DLWC was to prepar of the recent 

v. 

VI. 

lighthouse restoration wo 
The invitation list of all parti 
DL WC was to issue invitations, 
Ceremony Brochure, 
Afternoon tea was discussed 

discussed and 
prepare the 

Invitations were sent out 10 

(parti cularl y on the IH _ :;.' e 
problem became appar ~: 3::: 

pIe on the list. Later it was "O - --." :"""'".....,. people 
"'ere inadvertently left out) . Thi:: the 
e RSVP date changed for those 0 the 

Invitation is incl uded .- _~.~ :: . , )) LX _ , 

The dignitaries \. =-= ~ 
that a major fun . 
precluded the ' -­
member, Mr D.:: - .: -

to their availability to attend. It w -
being held at the racecourse on the 

Colin Markham MP from attending. Ano 

heartily, AI 
: , 1P was available to attend and accepted the in\-i 0 

_ . - :- '\ '0:10 gong. Councillor George Harrison, \. as abl 
to attend fo _-:;-

versIOns W~ -. -- .:!iE!:!::::;::: 

The Pre 

A list was plrere;:~ 
(Appendix 2 and ). 
tea. Staff from DL \\T t-. ::' ""'.: :::::co. 
also supplied and prepared -"'c ::e-::::: 

It was found that some peopl 
concern as there were a number 
attendance. Overall approximate I 
and refreshments were sufficient. 

- - . ed by DL WC. The approved 

The ceremony commenced at 1 :OOpm with a welcome to me 
President of the local National Trust (who have control of m 
the history of the building and the role of the National Trust in 

At about 1: 15pm Mr Brian Dooley of DL WC welcomed all 
purposes of the afternoon. 

Sometime before 1 :30pm (ahead of time) Mr David Camp " 
"White Towers ' book and its significance to the local her: ' -:: .:. '" 
launching it. A copy of the speech notes are included in .-\,p~~"",,L..'\o 



talk. . - C pbell's speech was follo\\' . 
boo . . Carol Herben, who talked about rh 
those \\" 0 assisted in it. 

.. -~ ::: \\" edition of the 
r and thanked 
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Afternoon tea was held between 2:00pm and 2:30pm 
stretch legs, have something to eat and to talk to 0 

atmosphere. 

. portunity to 
. """" -~ :..-: a relaxed 

The IEAus section of th :'erhoon commenced at 2:30pm \\; -:. . - j- ~ Dooley 
giving a talk on the :-..:.=: ~. 

development. Much 
produced by the IH_ 
agricultural mater:: 
primarily as a -- - == -

uses. The site :5 -

of the Wollongong Harbour ' - its 
erial was based on the 'Port of \\'0' - == - == "" k 

colonial port 

UT has gone through a variety of u - ­
ger to a booming coal trade. It is 

ha kept the evidence of the heritage of 
- ;'--.. ~e and is one of the earliest examples in A 

harbour _ 
leading to 2-

understan '"0 ' 

'- Phil Presser, talked on the link between 
.:::g town of Wollongong. As the 

::-_~eased in State importance 
~e scope of this topic is 

· .... e 3. located period. 

At 3:00p 
modern reI 

weekends. 
people can ",. __ 

of the old li~ -... -=;. 
residents and \ 'i iro . 

Mr Andrew Leventhal. Pre:,-: ":e:i. 0:- ---e 
significance of the HE an 0 · " 

He then explored the engineers rh t 

George Barney and Edward )'10riari;. 11 -
various major aspects of the harbours de\'elopmem including 
Basin (the present fishing harbour) and the design of the old lightho--=~ 

The plaque was then unveiled to the audience by the Lord Ma or 

A copy of the Agenda and Ceremony Brochure were distributed 0 

the commencement and copies of these are included in Appendix .! . 

During the afternoon photography was undertaken by DL WC an 
the IEAus organising committee. Copies of these photo~ !-:-..:: 
Appendix 8. 

= 



PRESENTATION CEREMO :-\- ~ TIl :\PRIL 2001 
WOLLONGONG HARBOCR 

Media Coverage 

Prior to the event, a Media ReleC5"" 
be quoted for comment. The -- --
April 2001 to the local te:;;-- - s::::I:O:~ 

stations (Wave FM and .AB r­

the free weekly paper ---:e 
release was then fo llo" -: __ 
received. 

A copy of the Med:.:. :< _ 

Prior to the after:;:; 
a staff photo~ .:::;-
(President of -\..e --

Historical 

Soon aft 

On the 10~­

photograph : 
with a shor .::.. 

The ' Wollongong . '. 
piece on the e ent. A 

A vailable transcripts of peec-:'" : _ 
Historical Society for ine! -ion -
particularly interested in the rol -
development of Wollongong Harbour and -
copy oftms will be forwarded when available. 
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- -- __ ated to those to 
: :1 Friday 27 th 

·-e local radio 

-em was 



Mr David Campbell I\1P 

Speech Notes for _ I A .. pril2001 

Launch 0 th Illawarra Historical Society's 
'White T Ol . book on Illawarra Lighthouses . 

• A. P. FIe ':: :. original edition of 'White Towers ' in 1972 to 
comme 0 .:..'= '-.:> ~ enary of the construction of the Wollongong 
BreaDya:.:>:- ~ .:. ---0 e. Mr Fleming was passionate about the local 
history 0:- ---;: -~2 a leader of his time in bringing to the general 
comm - . -- -:: - n :an e of ome of our notable landmarks. This 
bookIe- _ -; - =-: ~ -:~ ::: ~o a :a. ' to the Illawarra Historical Society 
but was -:- ,'- c':0 munity it was produced for 
genera. ::- -;: 

• Thi 

unIes 

\1rs Carol 

-arm regIon 
e erion on the recent 

e hown in the posters around 
- 0 \" 0'\ - he - g iIdings can easily fall into disrepair 

made to maintain and restore them. 



• It is important that place such as this building, the lighthouse and the 
harbour are maintained fo r the community and it i also important that 
books are written a a hi storical record for fu ture generations. The 
initiative of the Illa\\-arra Historical Society and their supporters in 
producing such infonnat ion is one that enriche he community in 
which we live and I hearti ly recommend this nev,- boo to all those 
that are interested in 10 al history, lighthouses or engineering. 



Councillor George Harri on Lord ~ ayor 

Speech Notes for 2 

Belmore B 
The Modern r I 

A.pril2 

in TrVollon a 

on hip o/the H T 

ur. 
the City 

• As has bee \' the speakers before - - ' its 
lighthouse. 0 of necessity. Improve 
increase :- - from Wollongong ' s fledgling i ..: 
provide a =c;:""'.:. :,' ~ e to load and unload passengers as t e -
access to '-:'" - ,'or market of Sydney at the time was b a. 

• Since \.' -~-_ - 'on commenced in 1837 the developm 
Wollong\.';-. .:: -? ~ ocused on the harbour. Many of the city' 
import .: :: .. g were built in the near vicinity, this fine 0 ~ 

courtho -"'. ~-'" -elegraph office (now the Wollongong Museum) a 
of cou _ 

• The p ~ l: ~- \ ' ollongong in those early times were attracted to this 
area fo ',1,' .- and social interaction, While the city has changed 
signi fi ~ _ .. ". me harbour is still seen by the local community as an 
area for \ -0 ' (the fish that many of you have eaten on your visits here 
were pro I caught by the local fishing fleet) with an active fishing 
comm 

• The bigge t change is how the city now loves the area. This harbour, 
and pa . ularly the beautiful old lighthouse, is the city's best known 
precinct. _ lost visitors to Wollongong would make at least one trip to 
the harbo r to walk around and look at the history that has been 
preserved. he fishing vessels or the beautiful backdrop of the 
escarpment and the city. On any weekend the harbour is the 
destination for thou ands of visitors, 

• Also the harbour 

• is regularl\' the etting for triathalons, some having nationwide 
exposure. 



• is the site, on Australia Day, for a day of community activities 
that includes the city's citizenship ceremon . On the evening of 
Australia Da over 50,000 people attend the spectacular 
fireworks that light up the harbour. 

• has also been home for a number of year of a Sea Food and 
Sail weekend . On this weekend yacht races are organised and 
the ves el- oor overnight in the harbour bringing more colour 
and actiy i - :0 - e area. 

• The recent re ~ ent of the old lighthouse proved a popular local 
project an lped raise the awareness of the importance of 
heritage to odern city. The new paint finish on the old 
lighthou_e :-:; - ::.: 'en the whole harbour a brightness that reflects the 
feeling i - -:'.3 -:.,.-. 

• The city :.= -'" -~;> ly fortunate to have the harbour with its impressive 
history .= ~ .: -:.3 : 0 i - e e. T. e presentation of the Historic 

• 

Engine ~..=~ - ::'::c :0 the community of 
Wollo g =-~_:~: appreciated and 
this da . 

. 
-- - - 1 ogru Ion a a 

. - ~ - . Conglarulations also must go to 
or your great e on in updating "White Towers". 

• Thankyo ladie and gentlemen, it 's been wonderful to share this 
experien e \ith you all. 



Speech Notes of Mr Andrew Leventhal, 
President of the Institution of Eng' neers Australia 

(Sydney Division) 

D·s inguished guests 
Members of Syd n . ' Dhision of the Institution 10 E ngineers 
Australia 
Members of t 
Members o· 
Ladies and 

-arra Historical Society 
gin ee ring Heritage Committee 

men 

Thank you :~ - .- =- ") ortunity to contribute to today's 
proceedin:=: = 

.. and tha avor Harrison for the kind words of 
thanks fo 

I repre e - --­
ceremon ~ . -­
this with 
Plaquing Pr 
contributio 
the communi 

. Engineers, Australia at this 
:; - P e ident of Sydney Division. I do 

. an Historic Engineering 
means of recognition of the 

:'I e sion to the well-being of 

I have been a ked to _ _ ....., e of the background to 
the Australian Engineering ~ laquing Programme. 
Kindly bear with me for a ~ . - - _ - :: ~ - -~ ~e the plaque is 
unveiled. 

The Institution of Engineers Australi e peak body 
representing the professional enginee . .::: ~.-\ .:+ has over 
60,000 members Australia-wide, Of the e. ': -.:> ~ _ .: = 

affiliated with Sydney Division. In reality~ ·· ~ . __ . :. ~ . of a 
misnomer, since the coverage of Sydney Di i io 1- 0 -~ \ 

with the exception of the NE (which is covered .. . 
Newcastle Division) and the area local to Canberra. 



IEAust has a broad spread 0 

• It promotes and ad\-a 
engineering in all i ~ - -0 

• It encourages the ' 
capacity and i ~ 

• It provides ad\-i ~ 
technology to G 

e and ratice of 

o ~ ~--\u tralia ' hnological 
e onornl grO\\th. 

on engineering nd 

• And IEAu - :: ::cni to our members - through 
profession _ ~- - - := ~o tinued professional de elopment 
and gradu~:e -e :> n programmes, amongst man 
others . 

presence 

So, what L 
we leav 

• It do 

• 
and i 

• Herita.::= -
stand 0 

where -
IS. 

• And \;\" i 0 

poorer. 

~ oftbe public face ofIEAust is the 
g Heritage Committees. Our 

- ~ - -alue. 

e ~ ur past that 

:::-. - ory: in that "v,-e 
o re ears. In that way, it tells 

-hy our infrastructure is the way it 

it I uggest, our society would be spiritually 

More than oth r professionals, it is the engineer who has 
provided our national infrastructure. In this context, I refer to the 
comment by HRH Princess Anne at the Inaugural RedR address 
by Jose Ramos-Horta. Princess Anne noted that the most 
important public health advance, one that has saved more lives 
that all the medico 's put together, is CLEAN 
WATER . .. . courtesy of the Engineering Profession. 



The work of the IEAu H 'tage Committee therefore is about: 
• making people av:ar 0 ~ our rich engineering heritage 
• making them a\\'ar o-~ e ontribution of engineers, and 
• encouraging the 0 -~ , 'on of important engineering 

works. 

Examples of thi_ ' ~ 

• The Oral Hi 0 ms, which record the experien es of 
eminent en_ ... 

• The Wal g . d,e to the engineering heritage of Sydne . 

and .... . 

. . .. this b ' ::-:. - "'0 the Historic Engineering Plaquing 
Program. - -= ogramme is one of the important public 
awarene _ ~ ,- i_ s of our Heritage Committee: --- ...., 

• Its p :."" -= -0 bring public recognition to -ignificant 
engin :-- ::- . ' rks, and the engineers \\'ho re t m. 

• For wo .-- .: outstanding national importan e, r i- h 
Nation l [ gineering Landmark award, of hi h 1 0 

'arded throughout Australia. Amongst the 
dney Harbour Bridge, the Parkes Radio 

d the Snowy Mountains Scheme. The latest was 
unveile t weekend, being for Broken Hill Mines and 
Infrastru ture. This was jointly sponsored by the Line of 
Lode - ~i ation , and was a Centenary of Federation event 
comb in . -ith the opening of a new Visitors ' Centre and a 
Miners ' _ orial. 

• For wor 0 ~ fi gional significance, there is the Historic 
Engineerin<J _ Iarker. So far, 63 of these have been awarded 
nation-wide .. _ .. - 'or and engineers we honour today 
make that 6 . 

• Wollongong Harb our _'oin such diverse works as: 
Parramatta Dam 0 earliest masonry arch dams in the 
world), Locomotiye ~ Bendigo Gas Works, the 
Furphy Water Cart an Furphy who is the origin 



• of the saying), Smith ' 
Bridges near Wagga. 
at Zetland (which w -
Sydney Tramway _ 
ago on 31 Mare . 

mp Jump Plough, the Railway 
BMC-Leyland Motor Vehicle Plant 
'orld leader in its day) and the 

ill which was plaqued three weeks 

I trust this proyid - =: ackground to today's ceremony. 

Why W ollongo our?? 

The harbour : - ongong is one of the oldest in Australia, and 
one with a - ~. on on the main shipping route. You have 
heard fro C. Brian Doo)ey, of some of the history of the 

itial construction and subsequent 
enlargem ,... =- -- ~ onstruction of coal loading staiths, the 
construe e breakwater, the T-jetty, steam cranes and the 
lightho -. - C4 Iso received a page of infonnation on the 
history 0 - --~ our with your in itation. 

You ha\- -~­

the harb 
Harrison. ~ 

Wollongo .:; . 

As a re ul-

involved in 
• George B 

om Phi) Presser about the social irn 0 

om the Lord Mayor, Counci)or George 
the worth today of the harbour to the City of 

-ou can see that most things have been covered. 

\ e been asked to tell you a little about the 
\fere involved with the harbour construction. 
our MC of the two engineers principally 
on truction of the harbour, they being: 
'. and 

• Edward _ 0 . 

Let me tell 'o li of these engineers . ... 

George Barney h ' - om 1792-1862. On 11 December 1835, 
he arrived in Sy e. ' . - - hi family, following Governor Sir 
Richard Bourke ~ r =:: or a qualified civil engineer to be ent 
to NSW. This oul I ~ George Barney. at 42 year old. 



selected to perfonn the dune of both Commanding Engineer 
and Colonial Engineer. H had earlier served in the Peninsula 
War from 1810 at Gi I . and then later in the West Indies. 

On his arrival in ~ 1 35, his first duties were the removal 
of obstacles to na\-i.= 0 in the Parramatta Ri er~ and the 
completion of th . -ater at Newcastle. Bame in isted on 
better standard - _ 0 -emment contractors, and on hi advice 
a government ~ ' -or r was established (at Brickfield). 
Barney desic - .... -oria Barracks (as the replacement for the 
George Stre . ~ .... - ), and construction began under his 
supervIsIOn 'T"' =- . In 1843, James Gordon took over the role 
of Comm =- .= ~o al Engineer, but Barney retained the post of 
Colonial E .= -ea- until his departure for England in 1844. 

Army in 1846, aged 54, and sold his 
commI 10 . -as then appointed b the Secretary of State 
for the Co - -= -0 establish a con ict colony in north Australia. 
On 1 Ja --: - ~ -l9, Barney was appointed Chi f Commi- ioner 
of Crov. .. - - and subsequently replaced Sir Thorn _. h 11 
as Surv -L ~ 0 ral. As Chief Commissioner of Cro n Lan . 
he held a -=~- - the Legislative Council until its dissolution in 
February - : r . He retired in 1860 and died in April 1862, one 
month sho-- -his seventieth birthday. He was buried at St 
Thomas' C ery, North Sydney . 

Barney su 
• The Hol -

Church 

.-j- d directly, or indirectly, the construction of: 
~ Church (now known as the Garrison 

• Governmen o-e 
• Darlinghu Gan 
• Importantly th Yollongong Harbour between 1837 and 

1842 
• The connection 0 : -..=: ' Bore to the Lachlan Swamp and 

the water reticula 'o ~. - em from Hyde Park 



• Gas supply 
• Roads, bridges, and raihya_" 
• Fort Denison 
• And the fortifi catio 

Head, Bradley H 
I Head, South 

For the work on C " ,..~_' ~ 

bell equipment - .- ... ~'- ~ 

- diving 
-all ngong 

Harbour. 

Barneywa 
understand" 

ing ability and en erg \yith a ep 
hy i al needs, and must be regarded 

t pioneer engineers. In 1979, the as one of A 
then NS\\ - _ - .,... or Planning & Environment, the Hon Paul 

Edward _ 
Rivers, fr 
Kerry, an 
elected t 
servIng 
of the hi£! --expenen 

In 1848, Iori rt\" 

5 years ear li r. Hi 
Master in S\"dn . . 

~ -

em rial to him. This is adjacent to 
R e :::tone having come from 

o Sy ~ ' , \ here his family had settled 
er was Port Master in NSW and Harbour 
his brother was a clerk in the Lands 

Department - \,"he e _ Ioriarty commenced as a surveyor. Four 
years later, he e li hed an engineering practice, which 
included the opening and development of coal mines in 
Wollongong. 

However, the Moriarty families ties with marine matters, was 
responsible for is ne t Government position - that of 
Engineer/Surveyor to the Steam Navigation Board. Steam 



powered vessels were in their infancy, and several accidents and 
disasters convinced the Government of the necessity for an 
efficient inspection system. In the early 1850 's, the port 
facilities at Newcastle v ere not adequate to service the 
increasing volume of coastal and overseas shipping. Moriarty 
was appointed to the ne\\ position of "Superintendent of 
Improvements to the Kavigation of the Hunter River ' . Not 
surprisingly, Moriany hortened this to "Engineer to the 
Newcastle Harbo r \Yorks" - [pause] what can 1 say, he must 
havestarted to ho t ' traits of an Australian!!! 

Represen ta ti \ ' 
and the fir t 

Moriarty \l, ' -

Navigation B 
Works. H 

years un 'I 

Four are -
responsibili 

Goyernment had been granted to NSW in 1855, 
ents of the new government were created. 

ob ious choice to lead the Harbour and Rivers 
h \\'ithin the Department of Lands and Public 

ointed Engineer-in-Chief in 1858 (on the day 
y nd re i e in that position for 30 

• Dredgin _ - .. :':'-._ 
'-' ~ . g . 6 

steam I 0 

and co - 1 ri \ 'ers of 
Sydne) H rbour. 

o raring in all the harbours 
- he started with 2 dredges in 

• Mori art), . wall - which was the breakwater to stabilise the 
mouth of the Clarence River 

• Trial Ba Prison, and Breakwater, where ships could shelter 
in rough weather, and 

• The Upper N epean Scheme. 

The Upper Nepean Scheme was Moriarty's greatest work. He 
was involved from 1869. The scheme augmented Sydney ' s 
water supply, and in oIved: 
• A weir across the pper N epean River just below the 

junction of the Avon and Cordeaux Rivers at Pheasants Nest, 
with a diversion tunnel to connect to the Cataract Ri er 



• A similar weir on the Cataract River at Broughtons Pass, 
which diverted waters into a conduit 58 kms long 

• Construction of the 7,400 ML Prospect Reservoir 
• A 8km canal from Prospect to Pipehead at Guildford 
• A 8km long, 1.8m diameter wrought iron pipeline from 

Pipehead to a 360ML reservoir at Potts Hill, together with 
connecting 1.2m diameter pipelines to Crown Street. 
Petersham, Nev,10\ on, Woollahra and Waverley. 

The total length of the completed works was 102kms with a cost 
off2.1M. 

In amongst the four tasks, he was responsible for the Belmore 
Basin within "\ 'ollongong Harbour between 1861 and 1868, and 
the breaD\"a onstruction from 1867 to 1869. In 1870, 
Moriarty arri - in Wollongong on the Government steamer 
"Thetis" to 1 the site of the lighthouse. The breakwater 
lighthou 0 \ - r. on tru ed 0 hal in h boilerplate. was 
complete . 1 - _. 

Moriarty \y - ~ ~ -~ 

He retired in 
have been y .. 
Scheme. He ied in 1 96. 

L per Nepean 
aid to 

I trust these snippets provide with some background to the 
engineering "fathers" of W ollongong Harbour. It comes with 
good credentials. 

I'd like to now refer to the text of the plaque of this Historic 
Engineering Marker, which reads .. .. .. . 

[ ............... . read text of plaque .......... ........ ] 

It is now my pleasant ta k to ask the Lord Mayor to join me in 
unveiling this Historic Engineer ing ~1arker \\ ithin the 
Australian Historic Engineering P laquing Programme. 



M edia Relea e 

rit 

Ceremony t I R I n the ~\'-hite To - r a 
ITa Lighthouses and to l -nveil 

ric Engineering M arker. 

. 
book about I 

an 

The Member ;:- -;- ' 
George Harri.: ::. 
Division of.... '­
Illawarra Hi.::: _ . ...., 

- Da\·id Campbell and the Lord Mayor of Wollongong, Clr 
. ation with Mr Andrew Leventhal, President of the Sydney 

:- on of Engineers Australia, Mr Phil Presser, President of the 
iety and Mr Brian Dooley, Regional Manager of the 

and Water Conservation will participate in a ceremony to 
awarra Lighthouses called ' White Towers' and to present 

·i th a Historic Engineering Marker on aturday the 28 th April 

Departmen (l:- ~.: 

relaunch a 
Wollongong 
2001 at 1: 

Mr Campbell se.:': ll1e breakwater lighthouse and this wonderful harbour are some of the 
most enduring -,y::::::.. :l - of the great heritage of this region. 

"For the harbo~ ·0 awarded a Historic Engineering Marker is a significant event. It is an 
indication of" high regard in which the engineering profession of this state holds the 
original constru . on work. 

"The lightho - - of the Illawarra are further fine examples of engineering works from our 
colonial past. The-e lighthouses are still highly regarded even though their importance has 
declined with the advent of satellite technology. 

Lord Mayor of\':ollongong, Clr Harrison said, "The su e - of ourism in a region is tied to 
the image that i onveyed to the world. As is clearly e\iden here. \\·ollongong has a bright 
future and the image of the city is continually being enhanced by the wo ·s of State 
government, council. local businesses and the community itself. 

"There is hardly a visitor to this area that does not take a picture of thi bea . - 1 area. 
The breakwater lighthouse has long been an icon of the City. It is wonderful to -ee;h whole 
harbour recognised by the Institution of Engineers as a very special place" said Clr Harrison. 

Mr Leventhal said that, " It is with great pleasure that the Institution of Engmeers (Sydney 
Division) decided to unveil an Historic Engineering Marker for Wollongong Harbour. The 
harbour is a remarkable example of the early harbours of the colony. The straight masonry 
walls of the harbour are reminiscent of small English harbours and represent the first stage of 
harbour engineering in Australia. 



"These markers are only presented to achievements that are -i_ · 1 ant in the development of 
engineering in Australia. Other places to receive such a mar ·er in lude the Snowy Mountain 
Scheme, King's Bridge in Launceston and Fremantle Harbour· · ex ained Mr Leventhal. 

Mr Presser said "The relaunch of A. P. Fleming' s 'White Towers· boo - on the Illawarra 
Lighthouses brings up to date a well researched part of \ Vollongo g. - hi-tory. With the 
recent restoration of the Breakwater Lighthouse at Wollongong H _. ere has been an 
increase in interest in the history of the lighthouses of the Illawarra re_·o . om Cape Bailey 
to Crookhaven Heads. This book updated by Carol Herben and o· -ill add to the 
knowledge of this particular piece of our heritage." 

Mr Dooley said "The Department of Land and Water Conservation, as the rn ager of 
Crown Lands, has some of the most significant historical structures in the ta e. The 
Department recent l had m any of the lighthouse structures transferred to it from the 
Commonwealth Gowmment. 

"The harbour has had a long and interesting history, considering the many types of 
vessels that ha\·e entered and left port over the last 180 years and it is fitting that these 
special achiew men of our past are recognised and managed for the enjoyment and 
appreciation of furure generations" he said. 

For more info a:J0;} 0;:: :be ~ . fanager 
Sydney South et: 
022. 



View of Wollongong Harbour looking east (28 th April _001) 

View ofWollongong Harbour _ April _OOl looking southeast. 



The Old Coun Ho -e adjacent to the Harbour, the venue for the Plaguing Ceremo . 

One of several signs shov,ing i ems o.-historical interest around the harbour 



Mr Ben Meek. Pr -ldent of the local National Trust of ): \\- gi\-ing hi \\-el om -0 

guests to the Old Coun House (a National Trust building ) 

~ 

I 

Yfr Brian Dooley, Regional . an g 
welcoming guests to the afternoons 

en of Land and Water Conservation 
0 -" -....... -



The 'White Towers ' book i 0 " "1. launched (28 th April 2001) 



Part of the audien e listening to a speech and below the Lord Mayor a epting the 
plaque from the lntiturion of Engineers. 



The Lord Mayor Clr Harrison and IEAus President Mr Leventhal with the Historical 
Engineering Marker 

Mr Dooley, Regional Manager of DL C thanking the audience for their attendance 



The Historic Engineering Marker presented to Wollongong Harbour, 28 th April 2001 

The restored Old Wollongong Lighthouse (designed by E Moriarty) from the Old 
Court House. 



Some of the fi shing fleet that use Belmore Basin at ollongong Harbour. 

The Historic Engineering Marker in its position near the Co-operative building 


